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Lincoln Park keeper safe after attack in lion pit
September 10, 2004 | By William Mullen and Patrick Rucker, Tribune staff reporters.

A cool-headed keeper at Lincoln Park Zoo radioed for her own rescue Thursday morning
after she somehow ended up in the outdoor lion enclosure at the same time as the zoo's
three resident lions.

The zoo said Nancy DeFiesta, 60, suffered bite wounds and other serious injuries at the
bottom of the protective moat surrounding the enclosure before fellow keepers could come
to her aid.
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Nobody witnessed the attack, according to zoo officials, who are waiting to debrief DeFiesta
to determine what events led up to the dangerous encounter. She was taken to Advocate
Illinois Masonic Medical Center in "serious but stable condition" with wounds on her scalp,
arms and back.

At least some of the injuries were caused by animal bites, said Kathryn Gamble, the zoo's
chief veterinarian, who was one of the first rescuers to find DeFiesta in the moat. One
female lion also was in the moat, standing several feet from the keeper, while the other two
lions, a male and female, were in the yard above the moat.

Keepers standing outside the enclosure used spray from fire extinguishers to force the lions
into indoor exhibit areas. After the animals were securely behind locked doors, Chicago
firefighters lowered a ladder into the moat, and DeFiesta climbed out.

About 20 minutes earlier, DeFiesta had made an "agitated" radio call announcing her

Related Articles

Ads By Google

Ralph Lauren® Online
Shop the Official Site for Ralph Lauren
Apparel, Accessories & More.
www.RalphLauren.com

Front Page News Sports Business Lifestyles Opinion A&E

Keeper forgot she let lions out
November 5, 2004

Call of terror: Lions in moat!
September 17, 2004

Crocs `N` Gators In Our Lake
October 4, 1992

Cop saw it all--until zoo attack

 64 

http://d1.openx.org/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=583720__zoneid=24809__OXLCA=1__cb=46dc084829__r_id=41ba0b8755f5fa9ddabb3027bc843402__r_ts=mgzsdd__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dpbolvw.net%2Fclick-5283145-10432236
http://www.chicagotribune.com/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/keyword/lincoln-park-zoo
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.chicagotribune.com%2F2004-09-10%2Fnews%2F0409100250_1_outdoor-lion-enclosure-zoo-personnel-lincoln-park-zoo&related=chicagotribune&text=Lincoln%20Park%20keeper%20safe%20after%20attack%20in%20lion%20pit%20-%20Chicago%20Tribune&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.chicagotribune.com%2F2004-09-10%2Fnews%2F0409100250_1_outdoor-lion-enclosure-zoo-personnel-lincoln-park-zoo&via=ArchiveDigger
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.chicagotribune.com%2F2004-09-10%2Fnews%2F0409100250_1_outdoor-lion-enclosure-zoo-personnel-lincoln-park-zoo
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://articles.chicagotribune.com/2004-09-10/news/0409100250_1_outdoor-lion-enclosure-zoo-personnel-lincoln-park-zoo%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-8065581269528142%26ai0%3DCmXNLXqL9UNz8D-nd0AHY1IC4B9Ta6vMC_MXvjTuEn6-zmQEQASDzh5EUUIbTyJ0EYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHxo73_A8gBAagDAaoE1gFP0Pdw0PUiyQrrHKFjtXW_pcU1wQD9Y8BcPaP8k4DWMH3eU0bIhaSD0nsuSzXmqMP5qaVuxKODLw3PStBjVsegkt8g6dkCJgQWrajhD1Rld9lWGzTBWdM0diUN4U0AcVZpW7emSXTKDHt_rAuHt-NvmIUTljanvUntb08crpUfANoOFEErkMuFT14iIGfReanXZ1Aw6DEM0Li-nFdvqFbDA0PNc3jExa-tjxQAk5w4vbOilrSCuvjHXAL7q4s-qCYGh_Qin5fSo4OYsxDPGYFbt7LEp1FqiAYBgAf320I&usg=AFQjCNEeXzMM73Tfx5iynyRjq2akFUqwmQ
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CmXNLXqL9UNz8D-nd0AHY1IC4B9Ta6vMC_MXvjTuEn6-zmQEQASDzh5EUUIbTyJ0EYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHxo73_A8gBAagDAaoE1gFP0Pdw0PUiyQrrHKFjtXW_pcU1wQD9Y8BcPaP8k4DWMH3eU0bIhaSD0nsuSzXmqMP5qaVuxKODLw3PStBjVsegkt8g6dkCJgQWrajhD1Rld9lWGzTBWdM0diUN4U0AcVZpW7emSXTKDHt_rAuHt-NvmIUTljanvUntb08crpUfANoOFEErkMuFT14iIGfReanXZ1Aw6DEM0Li-nFdvqFbDA0PNc3jExa-tjxQAk5w4vbOilrSCuvjHXAL7q4s-qCYGh_Qin5fSo4OYsxDPGYFbt7LEp1FqiAYBgAf320I&num=1&cid=5GgmnI-BjnNulcPwTin2wSsL&sig=AOD64_0ruPAbie3XaLe08b456-omlvutlQ&client=ca-pub-8065581269528142&adurl=http://15.xg4ken.com/media/redir.php%3Fprof%3D189%26camp%3D8136%26affcode%3Dcr1381909%26cid%3D15953672420%7C4508394%7C%26mType%3D%26networkType%3Dcontent%26url%5B%5D%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.zappos.com%252Fbin%252Fzapposset%253Fsrc%253Dgoogle%2526ref%253Dgoogk2_c0000_g0000_a15953672420_ND_p189%2526tgt%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.zappos.com%25252FCart
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CmXNLXqL9UNz8D-nd0AHY1IC4B9Ta6vMC_MXvjTuEn6-zmQEQASDzh5EUUIbTyJ0EYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHxo73_A8gBAagDAaoE1gFP0Pdw0PUiyQrrHKFjtXW_pcU1wQD9Y8BcPaP8k4DWMH3eU0bIhaSD0nsuSzXmqMP5qaVuxKODLw3PStBjVsegkt8g6dkCJgQWrajhD1Rld9lWGzTBWdM0diUN4U0AcVZpW7emSXTKDHt_rAuHt-NvmIUTljanvUntb08crpUfANoOFEErkMuFT14iIGfReanXZ1Aw6DEM0Li-nFdvqFbDA0PNc3jExa-tjxQAk5w4vbOilrSCuvjHXAL7q4s-qCYGh_Qin5fSo4OYsxDPGYFbt7LEp1FqiAYBgAf320I&num=1&cid=5GgmnI-BjnNulcPwTin2wSsL&sig=AOD64_0ruPAbie3XaLe08b456-omlvutlQ&client=ca-pub-8065581269528142&adurl=http://15.xg4ken.com/media/redir.php%3Fprof%3D189%26camp%3D8136%26affcode%3Dcr1381909%26cid%3D15953672420%7C4508394%7C%26mType%3D%26networkType%3Dcontent%26url%5B%5D%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.zappos.com%252Fbin%252Fzapposset%253Fsrc%253Dgoogle%2526ref%253Dgoogk2_c0000_g0000_a15953672420_ND_p189%2526tgt%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.zappos.com%25252FCart
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://articles.chicagotribune.com/2004-09-10/news/0409100250_1_outdoor-lion-enclosure-zoo-personnel-lincoln-park-zoo%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-8065581269528142%26ai0%3DCdi2zX6L9ULOrGurR0AHE9oEYn_Ck9AL3hOfGPsCNtwEQASDzh5EUUNOL4dv5_____wFgyYajh9SjgBCgAcnbsNwDyAEBqAMBqgTRAU_QLb8YZzkv5l2FxTrn3fD6DyKwSERBMCQ7qNsn00vf7idp7IAwCe8KJBoLLltkEXScpDdbqkiIxdqVIJ5y5FtqG5jAKgZ-8yZ0V410JCoWpIVscVniSx1I2R1GeDG4aRYRR8NpAftv4kWGih16JdGmRxA13j-iw0qg9rils09XU-u0q7sblbaqw_5o2NxqtT7PdnMTpV5UKw0WKUUoal9m0xPyDL-0dkF7U1ieMEPCC8K63QpqLPbY62bgbyX4k9pe7QYWInFq7sJocTlV-k7TiAYBgAefpM8j&usg=AFQjCNFobbgcL6ISu5_XQND1dTbhnamEQw
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cdi2zX6L9ULOrGurR0AHE9oEYn_Ck9AL3hOfGPsCNtwEQASDzh5EUUNOL4dv5_____wFgyYajh9SjgBCgAcnbsNwDyAEBqAMBqgTRAU_QLb8YZzkv5l2FxTrn3fD6DyKwSERBMCQ7qNsn00vf7idp7IAwCe8KJBoLLltkEXScpDdbqkiIxdqVIJ5y5FtqG5jAKgZ-8yZ0V410JCoWpIVscVniSx1I2R1GeDG4aRYRR8NpAftv4kWGih16JdGmRxA13j-iw0qg9rils09XU-u0q7sblbaqw_5o2NxqtT7PdnMTpV5UKw0WKUUoal9m0xPyDL-0dkF7U1ieMEPCC8K63QpqLPbY62bgbyX4k9pe7QYWInFq7sJocTlV-k7TiAYBgAefpM8j&num=1&cid=5GhUHJN2-zKg4CP-l5C74LGI&sig=AOD64_3wGy-LnNtptqQ6B2OKhu0qqZKgRw&client=ca-pub-8065581269528142&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43700003579454085%26ds_s_kwgid%3D58700000035718001%26ds_e_adid%3D16751083575%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_url_v%3D2
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cdi2zX6L9ULOrGurR0AHE9oEYn_Ck9AL3hOfGPsCNtwEQASDzh5EUUNOL4dv5_____wFgyYajh9SjgBCgAcnbsNwDyAEBqAMBqgTRAU_QLb8YZzkv5l2FxTrn3fD6DyKwSERBMCQ7qNsn00vf7idp7IAwCe8KJBoLLltkEXScpDdbqkiIxdqVIJ5y5FtqG5jAKgZ-8yZ0V410JCoWpIVscVniSx1I2R1GeDG4aRYRR8NpAftv4kWGih16JdGmRxA13j-iw0qg9rils09XU-u0q7sblbaqw_5o2NxqtT7PdnMTpV5UKw0WKUUoal9m0xPyDL-0dkF7U1ieMEPCC8K63QpqLPbY62bgbyX4k9pe7QYWInFq7sJocTlV-k7TiAYBgAefpM8j&num=1&cid=5GhUHJN2-zKg4CP-l5C74LGI&sig=AOD64_3wGy-LnNtptqQ6B2OKhu0qqZKgRw&client=ca-pub-8065581269528142&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43700003579454085%26ds_s_kwgid%3D58700000035718001%26ds_e_adid%3D16751083575%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_url_v%3D2
http://www.chicagotribune.com/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business
http://www.chicagotribune.com/features
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion
http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2004-11-05/news/0411050320_1_zoo-employees-lincoln-park-zoo-osha
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2004-09-17/news/0409170299_1_lion-house-two-lions-red-lion
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1992-10-04/features/9203300861_1_crocodiles-reptile-house-zoo-personnel
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2004-09-11/news/0409110215_1_moat-lincoln-park-zoo-enclosure


1/21/13 3:18 PMLincoln Park keeper safe after attack in lion pit - Chicago Tribune

Page 2 of 3http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2004-09-10/news/0409100250_1_outdoor-lion-enclosure-zoo-personnel-lincoln-park-zoo

location in the moat and saying "the animals are in the exhibit," zoo officials said.

"When we got there," said Gamble, who had been near the lion house when DeFiesta
radioed for help, "she had already suffered cuts and bite wounds, but she was speaking
coherently to us."

Gamble described DeFiesta, who lives in suburban Wilmington and has been a keeper for 15
years, as "a very experienced, excellent keeper."

Zoo personnel, who officials say drill often on emergency procedures, arrived at the
enclosure with rifles and anesthetic dart guns in case they had to kill or put down a lion in
the course of the emergency.

Other personnel ushered the few visitors on the grounds off the zoo property and locked the
four public entrance gates. Although the zoo grounds were open at the time of the incident,
about 9 a.m., the zoo buildings do not open until 10.

The first concern when a human is trapped with dangerous animals is the human's safety,
Gamble said. If the animals are attacking, they will be shot. In this case, the animals had
withdrawn from the injured keeper, allowing rescuers to take non-lethal measures.

"The fire extinguishers were used to encourage the animals to leave the outdoor enclosure,"
said Gamble, adding that the lions don't like the spray or the noise from the extinguishers.
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How DeFiesta ended up in the exhibit while the animals were there won't be determined, she
said, until the keeper is well enough to be debriefed.

"We don't know how the contact [between keeper and cats] took place," said Gamble.

That one or more of the lions attacked DeFiesta upon finding her in their enclosure, however,
was not so surprising to zoo workers.

"Lions are territorial and will protect their areas, so some of it could be territorial, but the
attack could have simply been a display of predatory behavior," said Megan Wilson, the zoo's
chief mammal curator and an animal behaviorist.

"They wouldn't necessarily hunt a human, but sudden movement by something in their
enclosure could trigger predatory behavior."

Because they work daily around dangerous animals, keepers are trained to follow strict
routines designed to ensure that they don't accidentally enter an enclosure while animals are
inside or leave gates and passageways open that would allow the animals to roam freely.

DeFiesta could have begun cleaning the outdoor lion yard, unaware that the doorway
between the outdoor and indoor lion habitats was open, officials said. Or, she may have fallen
into the moat while working atop the outer wall.

"It's not unusual for the lions to be in the moat," said mammal curator Megan Wilson. "They
jump down there all the time to get out of the sun and lounge."

It is 10 or 12 feet from the yard to the bottom of the moat, too deep for the animals to leap
back out. When they want to leave, they have to exit the moat through a doorway at its east
end and climb an indoor ramp to their living quarters. Then they can re-enter the yard.

The zoo's three lions are prized for their bloodlines. All of them were bred by wild-born
parents in South Africa's Kapama Game Reserve in the 1990s. Adelor, 10, is a 450-pound
male. Myra, 9, and Helene, 7, are 250-pound females, each of which has bred a litter of cubs
with Adelor that no longer live at the zoo.
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Wilson said it is unclear if only one female had been in the moat with DeFiesta, or if one or
both of the other animals also had been in the moat before rescuers arrived.
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